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NEWS

Finding Lo ve, Compassion and Justice in the Holida y Spint

e are again finding ourselves in the winter holi -
Wday season. Soon Boston will be glittering with
lights celebrating Hanukah, Christmas,
Kwanzaa, and the New Year. | certainly understand the
resistance people have to the mainsteaming of Christmas.
However, | cannot keep myself from loving the
corny Christmas specials on the television. |
can't help but adore the little childr en
singing Rudolph k
the Red-nosed
Reindeer. | even
appreciate the gener
ic and insincere "holi-
day spirit" of fered to
me by store clerks as |
pass through.

A

| was raised celebrating
Christmas. | remember being little and wak -
ing my par ents up by my great excitement that Santa had
come. When | was a teenager my Mom, Step-dad, sister
brother, and | realized that none of us considered our-
selves Christian any longer and that Christmas might not
be the right name for our holiday celebration. W e did not
decide to give up December 25th as our day but instead
decided to call our gathering, Holiday Day . Feel free to
laugh. | do. As the years have gone on my family has
moved in dif ferent directions and we are no longer
together on December 25th, but | assue you, | do intend
to have my own Holiday Day at home in Jamaica Plain
this year.

There are many similarities between the holidays
celebrated during the winter season. We could look at
Love, rebirth, justice, and so on. This year | would
encourage folks to take sometime to look at the faith

by Jason Lydon, Congregational Director

inherent in all of these holidays. Faith that a people
could survive a war; faith that a community could

build up identity within a racist cultur e; faith that a
new leader would come; and faith that r enewal is pos-
sible. Faith exists as a feeling, emotion, or mindset
with little gr ounds in science, logic, or reason. Faith is
often a deeper sense of understanding within one's self.
Faith is part of creating religious and spiritual context
and it's part of so much else as well.

Faith is deeply rooted in those who struggle for jus-
tice. Faith that humanity, the planet, and all of the
Earth's creatures can have it better Each time we take
to the streets or omganize with each other we are doing

so with faith that we will succeed this time.
Movements for change do not happen over night
but happen instead with the diligent and exhaust -
ing work put in by many . These people must
have faith in success or the movements will fail.

What do we as members of Community Chur ch
have faith in? | have faith that we are a community in
the beginnings of new growth. | have faith in each of
you to support each other and support me as we con-
tinue to make the purpose and mission of Community
Church a more public and living one. | have faith that
we will one day see a free community wher e ethical
ideals and cooperative principles will be applied to all
aspects of our social and economic life.

Let us remember the love, compassion, justice, and
faith inher ent in all these holiday stories and bring
that with us as our genuine and authentic holiday
spirit.



COMMUNITY &

CHURCH ©F BOSTON T

Sundy Sewice &
Spealers Forum

in Lothrop Auditorium
Sundays at 11:00am

December 3
World AIDS Day

LARRY DAY
“HIV/AIDS: A Systemic Epidemic”

December 10
REV. DAVID CARL OLSON
“Slavery and Justice: My Shame and My Pride”

December 17
MATTHEW P. DUMONT, M.D.

“Curb Your Enthusiasm!"

December 24
JASON LYDON
"Remembering Rachel's Children"

December 31
New Years Eve! Sleep In!!!

Upcoming Meetings and Ev ents:

CCB Board Meeting
is December 7th, 7pm (at the church).

CCB Program Committee
is December 17th, 2:00pm (at the church)

CCB Board Meeting

The Board of Directors met on November 9, 2006.
Following ae highlights of the meeting.

Congregational Director s Concerns. Jason stated that the
Ministerial Committee is “on a hiatus” and needs new
members. Responses to the survey conducted by the
Planning Committee are coming into the Church office at
a slow pace. Please send in your eplies so that the com
mittee may take up the task in helping to determine the
futur e course of CCB's activities.

Various Concerns: The Building
Committee announced that the
ceiling in the Guatemala Room is
being painted and the fourth floor
offices are in the process of enovation.

A concert featuring David Dodsonb and Dean
Stevens will be held at CCBon Friday, December 8,
2006.A Central American dinner ($10 reservation
required) will be served at 7:00pm. The concert will
be $15 ($10 for students and seniors, fee for children)
and will begin at 8:00pm. Proceeds flom this event
will benefit the Community Chur ch Audio-V isual
Fund.

The presentation of the annual Sacco-VAnzetti
Award for Social Justice has been postponed tenta
tively to Mar ch 2007.

- Dick Keshishian, Clerk

Small Off ice Space Still
Avallable in Cople y Square

Well-suited space for grasstoots
groups, activists, etc. Ofiice is approxi- |
mately 9'x12' and can comfortably
accommodate 1-2 people/desks.
$400/month includes heat and electric-
ity; fr ee wireless connectivity; shared
kitchen and bathroom; use of common
rooms for meetings/trainings; use of
auditorium twice yearly for lar ge
events; available immediately.

Located at 565 Boylston Steet (4th
floor). Minutes fr om the Orange and
Green subway lines as well as numer =
ous bus lines. For more information 1 Q
or to view the office space, contact
Mark Laskey at the Community Chur ch of Boston at
info@commchurch.org or 617-266-6710.




Meet the Ne w Dir ector of the Social J ustice
Education Pr ogram for Childr en and Youth

ithin the next few weeks you will pr obably see me
W on Sundays taking notes during sermons and talk-

ing with folks after chur ch. My name is JooYoung
Choi, | am the new Dir ector of the Community Chur ch's
Social Justice Education pogram for young people.

| am extremely honored to work for the Community

Church and | am excited to get this program up and run-
ning. Social justice, teaching and working with young peo -
ple are three of my biggest passions. Befoe working for
Community Chur ch | spent a year working in the Youth
Office for the Unitarian Universalist Association as aYouth
Programs Specialist. Currently, | teach twice a week at a
charter school in Chelsea and study painting at
Massachusetts College ofArt.

New Bi-W eekly ‘Justice &
Faith Book Gr oup’ at CCB

Beginning January 3rd at 7:00pm we will be hold -
ing Dinner and Discussion (r eplacing Dinner with
Spirit) every first and thir d Wednesday of the month.
We will be reading a book together and discussing a
different section each week. V¢ will be inviting mem -
bers of area congregations to join us.

The first book will be Soul Work. Papers and dis
cussion transcripts from the UUA Consultation on
Theology and Racism held in Boston in January 2001.
Addr esses such questions as: What theological or
philosophical beliefs bind us together in our shar ed
struggle against racism? What ate the costs of racism,
both for the oppr essors and the oppiessed? (Skinner
House) Copies will be made available at church and
can also be bought online.

This Ne w Years’ Eve;
Stop The W ars!

Join us as we welcome the Stop the Wars Coaltion
during First Night events. We will be open from
2:00pm until 8:00pm welcoming people from the street
to come in and drink hot cocoa, watch radical movies,
start planning organizing work for the New Year, and
just welcome in 2007 together.

by Joo Young Choi

With the support and feedback of &
the congregation, | hope to create an
awesome education program! My
main goal is to create a piogram that
recognizes that young people need to
be seen as moe than ‘just our futur €'
and that young people are/can be
agents of current social justice change.

| hope that this community can
create an envionment for youth
empowerment and youth center ed social justice education.
Feel free to talk to me after church!

Social Justice Calendars
for the New Year!

Resist the temptation to shop commercially for 2007
calendars and datebooks, rather purchase them at our
book table during December & January. Hopefully they
will be displayed on most Sundays, at the Winter Solstice
event and on First Night/New Year's Eve.

We are ordering from past favorite progressive
organizations: the Syracuse Cultural Workers (peace
calendar and women's datebook), War Resisters'
League (datebook), Industrial Workers of the World
("solidarity" calendar) & Nebraskans for Peace (cat-
lovers calendar). Your purchase also helps them survive.

There will definitely be a variety of other political,
environmental, indigenous and art calendars as well.

Get Your Activism On...
FOR CHEAP!!

Now through May Day 2007, the Community Church

of Boston is offering it's beautiful Lothrop Auditorium at a
reduced rental rate of $300 for a full-day or evening
event. Even better, groups that apply before the end of
the year will get a second auditorium rental for only $150!
This offer is for activists, grassroots groups and local
nonprofits, and rentals must be booked now through May
1, 2007. So plan that holiday party, annual fundraiser,
Valentine's gala, April Fool's costume ball, May Day fest,
indy bookfair, open-mic night, poetry slam, etc.

For more information or to apply or book your event,
email info@commchurch.org or call (617) 266-6710.



Celebrate the Winter
Holida ys with Us!

Winter Solstice Event!

Join us on Thursday December
21st at 6:00pm for our annual
Winter Holiday Celebration.

Last year we heard about each
other's traditions, sang radical
carrols around the piano, ate
delicious food, and enjoyed each
other's company. Come join us
for festivities again this year.

First Night New Y ear's Eve

This year Community Chur ch of Boston welcomes all our
friends who wish to welcome in a new year with no war .
Throughout the evening we will host movies, conversation,
activities, and of course hot cocoa to warm us together as we
ring in a new year filled with justice.

Our Purpose

Community Church of Boston is a free community of
women and men united for the study and practice of
universal religion, seeking to apply ethical ideals to
individual life and the democratic and cooperative prin-
ciple to all forms of social and economic life.

Staff

Jason Lydon, Congregational Director
Mark Laskey, Office Manager
Luis Alonzo Guzman, Custodian & Cook
Xinli Xu, Bookkeeper
Jim Casteris, Superintendent

Board of Dir ectors

Dean Stevens, President
Mary Ann Cromer, Vice President
Ron Shapiro, Treasurer
Dick Keshishian, Clerk
Christina Braidotti
Lenny Shames
Audrey Coulter
Kevin Devine
Selma Ganz
Sara Sue Koritz
John MacLeod
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